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What is culture?

Briefing

Understanding Culture

: What is YOUR
Your goals are to learn how to complete these objectives: cu lture?

+ Explain how culture is a way that humans address their needs and concerns
+ Analyze and explain elements of culture

A cub reporter sees some interesting things in the pursuit of knowledge. In doing so, you may even learn how icebergs and mosaics are similar.
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C l ' i h
humans react to
(3

Mosaics are an ancient art form made by setting tile, stone, or other materials into a surface to create pictures or

decorative designs Examined up close, mosaics appear to be nothing more than a collection of different pieces.

However, it is the unique quality of each individual piece, when combined in the right pattern, which gives the finis! Vi

product its unique beauty. Pass your cursor over the mosaic image to the left

th ting
viewed as a marvelous work of an or as a fearsome collection of differences. The goal is to leam an
appreciation for the global mosaic rather than creating a fear of diversity 4 [ d [
Human divisions include differences between language, religion, and ethnic backarounds Ironically, the
o4 o l O
ife.

In some ways, the world is like a mosaic. Divided into a collection of people and places, the world can be

human barriers are often the most difficult to avercome:

One of the remarkable differences between humans and all other ife forms on earth is the ability of humans to knowingly change their envirg)
based on their experiences. This is what forms the basis of cultre. What does this mean? It means that culture 1S & result of how humans
experience their world and how they adjust and modify themselves or their environmert to create a distinct way of life

Our culture determines what feels normal, right, and real to us, and what we take for granted. Imagine someq

This is why itis important to leam about culture and to study the culture of other people. We live in a complex and increasingly irterdepende

asking you why you eat with a fork and knife. You would probably smile and say, "Because that s the way wef
nere * You might even think to yourself. “How can he be so stupid? Isn't that the way everyone eats his food?] ea e es so n
ather culturas have developed other ways to ive that may seem strange to outsiders. While it is commoan for
to have pride in their way of ife, there is alksa the danger of developing prejudice taward the differences in ol
a result of such cross-cultural misundesstandings. t f ° I T I
society. Gaining knowledge about other peaple will help us be more understanding and tolerant of different ways of doing things. As we brod
aiir understanding of other cuitures, we learn new things that can possibly help us in our daily lives. Think about that! Not eventhing you use § Q
was "invented" by the culture of which you are a member cu u re e ' ne s
Here's the scoop. You are going to have a chance to look into some very interesting things about other people.
c® you can do that, you really need ta have a good understanding of the meaning and importance of culture. Your g
Q‘d:\a has asked for youta look at and read some information to help you prepare for your next big assessment Use:
W

links below to access this information. There's no need to tell a great cub reporter fike you that it is a good |
s take notes! You may want to refer to the Taking Notes resource:

R “normal’

+ Chapter One' Understanding Culture for Coverdell World Wise Schools (CWWS) by Paul D. Coverdell
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the unique quality of each individual piece, when combined in the right pattern, which gives the finished
SN Pass your cursor over the maosaic image to the left.

mm3—

nsome ways, the world 1s like a mosaic. Divided into a collection of people and placese arld can be
viewed as a marvelous work of art or as a fearsome collection of differences. The goal is to lealma
appreciation for the global mosaic rather than creating a fear of diversity.

There are many physical divisions on earth such as rugged mountains, raging rivers, and severe climats
Human divisions include differences between language, religion, and ethnic backgrounds. Ironically, the| P
human barriers are often the most difficult to overcome. ass Your. Cur.sor.

over the mosaic

QORPROOGOYEHE@ as you read the
lesson.




*_ =" Global Studies

If you have not done 5o already, 0o o the Lesson Resource Packet in the backpack, Materials section to find out
w Discovery Education videos Then use the links below to access different segments of the video called m
Culture: What is t?

Click on these

links to explore
the meaning of — _
culture. . .

The Components of Culture Culture is a Whole Way of Life
3 T

Material and Non-Material Culture
(Time: 02:48)

to have pride in their way of life, there i
a result of such cross-cultural misundeg@tandings.

This is an

[ d [ d \ " " ¥ i 5
|m or.1-an1- 1-0 |C earn about culture an_d to study the Miture of other people_ Weliveina g:omplex ands _asmg_ly int
7 about other people will help us be More understanding and tolerant of different ug® of doing things.

ltures, we learn new things that g@h possibly help us in our daily lives. Thigg®Tout that! Mot everythin

so Ther'e Wil I be a of which you are a member.
lot of

[ d [ d T % % 3 %
|nforma1-|on I-‘- : ¢ ance to look into some very interesting things about ather people. B_efore
. Y e a good understanding of the meaning and importance of culture. Your editor
Pread somedofarmation to help you prepare for your next big assessment. Use the

is sTrongly i i ere's no neceegiell a great cub reporter like you that it is a good idea to

Taking Motes resourcg

suggested that - Gure Viatis 2

+ Chapter One: Understanding Culture {3

you take notes.
Click the "Taking

Notes” link for a
refresher.




If you are not able to view these videos, be sure to visit the
Lesson Resource Packet in the yellow backpack. Call the Help
Line 1-800-382-6010 if you need more technical assistance.

¥ ™ Global Studies

If you have not done so already, go to the Lesson Resource Packet in the backpack, Material tion to find out
how to view Discavery Education videos. Then use the links below to access different segmegigh?l the video called AT
Culture: What Is It? ng

The Components of Culture Culture is a Whole Way of Life

(Time: 00:59) (Time: 01:29)
‘ High speed users ’ High speed users
Material and Non-Material Culture Cultural Differences

(Time: 02:49) (Time; 04:40

*Don't forget
The Broa?ﬁl‘ﬂli?;;i]r:\sgs;:f Culture "'o 'rake noteS!
]



ABOUT US | CONTACTUS | SITEMAP | SEARCH —G(;n

This resource e ine
contains a - _—
document e
called "Culture EEEY -
Matters” for |§
you to explore. Jesssm

eakers Match

Culture Matters

You can download the
full document by

clicking the "Download
Culture Matters in one
file” link here.

The Peace Corps Cross-Cultural Workbook

Introduction

Dreszigned for
guide is also

*Don't forget
to take notes!

stan g of pecple of
introduction t =

Cantents Ge

::::::

Multimedia

Stories Download Cuiture Matters

Ciownload Cuwl n one file. (pdf-3.7MES

Download Culture Matters in Spanish

Cownload Culture Mstters (Workbook) in Spanish: (pdf-746
KE)
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Page 10 in the "Culture Matters”

document uses a common analogy for

culture: The ICEBERG. Read the
raph below for an explanation.

THE ICEBERG

Culture has been aptly compared to an iceberg. Just as an iceberg
has a visible section above the waterline, and a larger, invisible
section below the water line, so culture has some aspects that are
observable and others that can only be suspected, imagined, or
intuited. Also like an icebery, that part of culture that is visible
(observable behavior) is only a small part of a much bigger whole.




e Icebe

‘rg‘AnaI'ogy

Culture is often split info two categories: Material culture
(observable) and Nonmaterial culture (nonobservable).

Material culture
includes physical
items such as
architecture,
clothing, technology,
art, food, products,
etc. Material culture
is represented by the
only visible part of
the iceberg: the tip.

Nonmaterial culture
includes ideas such
as beliefs, values,
language, norms,
etc. Nonmaterial
culture is
represented by the
majority of the
iceberg, which is
the part underneath
the water - the
part we don't see.




son 4: Understan@ing.Cl

The mumbered (tems that appear below are all features of cudture. In
the drawing of the icebery on the opposite page, write abosre the water
line the numbers oy those features you consider observahle behavior
write the remaining numbers beneath the line

1. facial expressions 14 noBons of msodesty

2. religious beliefs 15. foods

3 meligicus ntals 16, esting habits

4. importance of time 17, understanding of the netirml world
5, paintings 18  coneepnt of self

B values 19, work ethic

7. literahure 20, ooneept of beauty

8. childmising beliefs 21, music

9. ooneeptof leadership 220 styles of dress

10, gestures 23, general world view

11, bofiday customs 24, conospt of personal spae
12. moneept of faimess 20, Tules of sncial equelis

13. nature of fmendship

Yo Can see that there is a relabonship betwsen thoss items that
appear ehove the waterline and those that appear below it In most

rases, the invisible sspects of culture mbluenice or cause the visshle onss.

Religious beliefs, for example, are dearly manifest in certain holiday
oustoms, and notions of modesty affect styles of dess,

—IMSiGHT—

Surface behevlors are

influenced by bemeath-

the-surface values and
assumphons,

Try to complete this
exercise from the
“Culture Matters”
document. You can
sketch an iceberg like

the one in the
previous slide. You
can record your
answers on your
sketch, and then add
them to your notes.
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*For suggested
answers, see

p. 233 of the
“Culture Matters”
document.




Use the list of words below to help you solve this word puzzle

Material Clothing Observation
Lesson 4: Understanding Culture Architecture Non Material Iceberg

Global Studies A Unit 4: Celebrating Diversity Language Culture Manifestation
= Cultural Universal Values

Custom
e <
k: = GIObaI StUdles Understanding Culture
Type your answer below, then click check answer.
Use the arrow buttons to see different clues.
Clue: One of the two components of
culture; consists of things and ebjects
in our lives.

Understagge®@ Culture Typeyouranswerhere [ ]

There are a variety of ways you can learn abg Ew subject. Sometimes it's just fun to play a
it oo g rane ey gl ete the interactive word game provided in this asg

wWACO0

Access this game: Interactive Word Game

Unless otherwise noted,
© 2004-2008 FLVS.

Complete Your Work

+ VWhen you are sure you have met the leaming goals and each grading reguirement of this lesson, complete the Understanding Culture
assessment on the following page.

mmAa— M M OaC A OO

How will you be graded on this assessment? Play *he
Are all necessary pages printed and placed in your natebook?

Is all work saved on a floppy, zip disk, or CD? In'rer‘active World
oo [P Game here in the
Report Tab for a

o JCRC RERCAC R R=R¢ final review of
the lesson.




Using the
words listed
here, answer
the question
clues given in
the yellow
box.

First, type
your answer.
Then click
“Check
Answer.”
Then click
the arrow to
continue.
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Use the list of words below to help you salve this word puzzle.

Material Clathing Observation
Architecture Mon Material lceberg
Language Culture Manifestation
Cultural Universal Values
Custom

Understanding Culture
Type vour answechalaethan olick check answer. - —_——
frrow buffons to seg a

Clue: One of the two components of
culture; consists of things and objects
in our lives

Typeyour answerere: ]

(check Answer) [ Print )

Unless otherwise noted,
{€ 2004-2008 FLVS.

Once you have
completed the
activity

correctly, you'll
discover the

mystery word in
the red spaces.




Worksheet: 4.04 Understanding Cultureh Mot submitted B
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MATCHING EXERCISE

hlatch the terms with the definitions.

This is a matching exercise. Use your notes from the
lesson to complete! When finished click "l am finished. }
Grade my entire worksheet" and then click "Submit".

POINT VALUE: 100

3 | am finished. Grade my entire worksheet.
> Sawa my current work. Do not grade.

You rmust press the SUBMIT button belowl

[ Submit ][ Clear Farm ]
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@ntact Information
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Ms. Amber Sage
Global Studies Instructor
Florida Virtual School

239-443-5331 office
239-464-4181 text

(text line is to be used ONLY to text please.)

Tutorial Website: www.flvsgs.weebly.com

Appointments: hitp://tiny.cc/sageappt




