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Unit 4, Lesson 4: Understanding Culture

We all belong to 
a culture.

What is culture?

What is YOUR 
culture?
What is YOUR 
culture?



Unit 4, Lesson 4: Understanding Culture

Culture is how we 
humans react to 
our environment, 
thus creating a 
distinct way of 
life.life.

Read the lesson 
to find out how 
culture defines 
what feels 
“normal” to us.



Unit 4, Lesson 4: Understanding Culture

Pass your cursor 
over the mosaic 
as you read the 
lesson.



Unit 4, Lesson 4: Understanding Culture

Click on these 
links to explore 
the meaning of 
culture.

This is an 
important topic, 
so there will be a 
lot of 
so there will be a 
lot of 
information.  It 
is strongly 
suggested that 
you take notes.  
Click the “Taking 
Notes” link for a 
refresher.



Culture: What is it?

Click on the “High speed users” button to view each segment.

If you are not able to view these videos, be sure to visit the 
Lesson Resource Packet in the yellow backpack.  Call the Help 
Line 1-800-382-6010 if you need more technical assistance.

*Don’t forget 
to take notes!



Chapter One: Understanding Culture

This resource 
contains a 
document 
called “Culture 
Matters” for 
you to explore.

You can download the 
you to explore.

*Don’t forget 
to take notes!

You can download the 
full document by 
clicking the “Download 
Culture Matters in one 
file” link here.



The Iceberg Analogy

Page 10 in the “Culture Matters” 
document uses a common analogy for 
culture: The ICEBERG.  Read the 
paragraph below for an explanation.



The Iceberg Analogy

Culture is often split into two categories: Material culture 
(observable) and Nonmaterial culture (nonobservable).

Material culture 
includes physical 
items such as 
architecture, Nonmaterial culture architecture, 
clothing, technology, 
art, food, products, 
etc.  Material culture 
is represented by the 
only visible part of 
the iceberg: the tip.

Nonmaterial culture 
includes ideas such 
as beliefs, values, 
language, norms, 
etc.  Nonmaterial 
culture is 
represented by the 
majority of the 
iceberg, which is 
the part underneath 
the water – the 
part we don’t see.



Unit 4, Lesson 4: Understanding Culture

Try to complete this 
exercise from the 
“Culture Matters” 
document.  You can 
sketch an iceberg like 
the one in the 
previous slide.  You 
can record your 
answers on your 
sketch, and then add 
them to your notes.



The Iceberg Analogy

How do you think you did?  Which items did you place 
above the water line?  Below?

*For suggested 
answers, see 
p. 233 of the 
“Culture Matters” 
document. 



Interactive Word Game

Play the 
Interactive Word 
Game here in the 
Report Tab for a 
final review of 
the lesson.



Interactive Word Game

Using the 
words listed 
here, answer 
the question 
clues given in 
the yellow 
box.box.

First, type 
your answer.  
Then click 
“Check 
Answer.”  
Then click 
the arrow to 
continue.

Once you have 
completed the 
activity 
correctly, you’ll 
discover the 
mystery word in 
the red spaces.



The Assessment



Contact Information

Ms. Amber Sage
Global Studies Instructor
Florida Virtual School

239-443-5331 office
239-464-4181 text
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